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… THE HIDDEN ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

Western intelligence agencies had received information that there were now communications 

among Russian officials explicitly discussing a nuclear strike.

US officials say that outreach and public statements from Chinese leader Xi Jinping and Indian 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi helped avert a crisis.

CNN, 09 MAR 2024
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… MORE HIDDEN ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM

As Ukraine’s counterattack intensified, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin … threatened to use 
nuclear weapons if Russia’s own “territorial 
integrity” were at risk.

Around this time, Musk engaged in weeks of 
backchannel conversations with senior officials 
in the administration of President Joe Biden, 

U.S. intelligence and security officials 
expressed concern that Putin could follow 
through on his threats. 

Musk, this person added, worried too, and 
asked U.S. officials if they knew where and how 
Ukraine used Starlink on the battlefield.
Soon after, he ordered the shutdown.

REUTERS, 22 JUL 2025

… Russia and China have both tested anti-
satellite weapons, with the U.K. and the 
U.S. having warned that Russia has been 
developing the capability to put nuclear 
weapons in Space, able to be used against 
satellites or launched back to Earth.

BBC, 02 OCT 2025
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… BOILING THE (RUSSIAN) FROG?

DNIPRO, 21 NOV 2024

17 to 18 NOV 2024:

- Cinia Cable between .fi and .de
- Telia Cable between .swe and .lt
- British Airways IT outage
- Johan Sverdrup oilfield power outage
- Olkiluoto Fin NPP taken offline due to turbine issues yesterday
- Emergency Shutdown (Scram) at Loviisa Fin NPP”

WSJ, 01 OCT 2025

… Inside the U.S. European Command, this process gave rise to a fine but fraught 
linguistic debate: Given the delicacy of the mission, was it unduly provocative to call 
targets “targets”?

The debate was settled by Maj. Gen. Timothy D. Brown, European Command’s 
intelligence chief: The locations of Russian forces would be “points of interest.” 
Intelligence on airborne threats would be “tracks of interest.”

“If you ever get asked the question, ‘Did you pass a target to the Ukrainians?’ you can 
legitimately not be lying when you say, ‘No, I did not,’” one U.S. official explained.

NYT, 29 MAR 2025
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… MEANWHILE … TIANJIN 2025

31 AUG 2025

10 OCT 2025
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… RUS STRATEGIC AIR CAMPAIGN

Ukraine's ballistic missile interception rate plunged from 37% in August
to just 6% in September 2025 as Russia upgraded Iskander-M and
Kinzhal missiles with new software … FT, 29 SEP 2025

Kyiv told its allies earlier this week that a massive Russian barrage
targeting the Kharkiv and Poltava regions on Oct. 3 took out roughly
60% of the country’s gas production … JT, 09 OCT 2025

DNIPRO HEP, OCT 25
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… SATURATION = ATTRITION

KONOTOP, OCT 25

… GUR Deputy Chief Vadym Skibitskyi said Russia plans "to produce
79,000 Shahed-type unmanned aerial vehicles in 2025. If broken down
by type, that’s 40,000 Geran-2 units, 5,700 Harpiya-1 units, and about
34,000 Gerbera and other decoy targets,"… SUSPILNE, 12 AUG 2025
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… UKR STRATEGIC AIR CAMPAIGN

31 MAY 2025
28 MAY 2025

SEP 25: 16 Russian plants have been damaged in one way or another, 
with a combined total capacity of 146.8 million tons of oil per year. 

“Three people familiar with the operation said Washington was closely
involved in all stages of planning. A US official said Ukraine selected the
targets for long-range strikes and Washington then provided intelligence
on the sites vulnerabilities.” FT, 11 OCT 2025
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DEFEND / 
HOLD

DEFEND / 
HOLD

ATTACK

DEFEND / 
DELAY

JUN 2025 to OCT 2025

ATTACK / 
FIX

ATTACK / 
FIX

ATTACK

ATTACK

ATTACK

DEFEND / 
DELAY

… RUS OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVES
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KUPJANSK

LYMAN

JUN 2025 to OCT 2025

… BUT … SIX HOTSPOTS ARE BURNING

ZAPAD

CENTR

YUG

VOSTOK

DNEPR

SEVER

FRONTLINE
~ 700,000 TROOPS

POKROWSK

SIWERSK

KOSTJANTYNIVKA

NOWOPAWLIWKA

FRONTLINE
~ 400,000 TROOPS
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BUCHANKASCHIGULI

MOTORCYCLIST

… “ATTACKING LIKE WATER”

WSJ, 02 JUL 2025
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… FIBER OPTIC GUIDED FPV DRONES

MOLNIYA FOG UAV
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… THE VISIBLE BATTLEFIELD

Information

EM-Spectrum
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DESTABILIZATION

NORMALIZATION

CRISIS

DEMORALIZATION

J. A. BEZMENOV

… THE INVISIBLE BATTLEFIELD

“The main emphasis of the KGB is not in the area of 
intelligence at all. Only about 15% of time, money, and 

manpower is spent on espionage and such. The other 85% is 
a slow process which we call either ideological subversion or 

active measures … or psychological warfare.”
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… MEANWHILE IN EUROPE … AUG 25 …

15 AUG 2025
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… TO OCT 25 … HYBRID WARFARE

07 OCT 2025
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… THE LITTLE GREEN MAN … ARE BACK

ESTONIA, 11 OCT 2025
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